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LECTURES 

On  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 


I  D  W  I  F  R  Y  : 

v  ' '  *'  ~  _  r 

IN  WHIG  H, 

Every  Thing  eflential  to  the  true  Knowledge  of  that  Art  will  be 
fully  explain’d  and  clearly  demonstrated. 

The  Ofteology  of  the  Female  Pelvis, 

Of  the  Organs  of  Generation, — the  Theory  of  Conception,— and  of 
the  Nutrition  and  Situation  of  the  Foetus  in  Utero  : — The  feveral 
Parts  will  be  Shewn  in  their  natural  Situation,  with  Phyfiological  Ob- 
fervations  on  their  Strudure  and  Ufe, 

The  Pathology  or  general  Dodrine  of  the  acute  and  chronical  Difeafes 
incident  to  Women  and  Children,  including  their  Nature,  Caufes, 
Distinctions  and  Symptoms,  as  laid  down  by  the  belt  Writers ;  to- 

. get  her  with  pradical  Obfervations  and  Remarks  in  their  Treatment 


,ure. 


For  the  clearer  Demonstration  of  Operative  Midwifry  (whether  Sim¬ 
ply  by  the  Hand  or  the  Application  of  Instruments)  the  feveral  Me¬ 
thods  of  aSTiSting  both  in  laborious  and  preternatural  Labours,  will 
not  only  be  defcribed  according  to  the  moil  approved  modern  Prac¬ 
tice,  but  dike  wife  diStindly  Shewn  by  an  artificial  Reprefentation  of 
each  difficult  Cafe  upon  Machines  for  that  Purpofe, 


The  Whole  will  be  illustrated  by  fuch  anatomical  Preparations  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  Cafes  as  are  applicable  to  each  Ledure,  but  particularly 
by  real  Labours. 
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By  JOHN  LEAKE ,  M  D. 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phylkians,  London, 

and  Physician  to  the 

WESTMINSTER  NEW  LYING-IN  HOSPITAL, 
At  his  Houfe  in  Craven  Street,  in  the  Strand. 


LONDON,  A.  D.  17 71. 


PROPOSALS. 

The  Students  who  attend  thefe  Lectures,,  for  their  more  expeditious 
and  effectual  Improvement,  and  with  a  view  to  reduce  the  Theory  of 
this  Art  to  real  Practice ,  will,  when  fufficiently  qualified,  viz.  in  the 
fecond  Courfe ,  be  admitted  Pupils  at  the  Weflminfier  New  Lying-in 
Hofpital ,  where  they  will  deliver  the  Patients  in  their  Turn  accord¬ 
ing  to  Seniority,  and  will  afterwards  alfo  receive  a  proper  Certificate 
of  luch  their  Qualification  and  Attendance. 

THE  Expence  of  attending  the  firfi:  Courfe, — 4  Guineas - And 

For  every  Future  Courfe, - 2  Guineas,  each. 

TenGuinea  £  Every  Gentleman  paying  ten  Guineas  at  the  firfi:  Courfe,  fhall  be 
Pupils.  1  entitled  to  attend  every  future  Courfe  for  one  Tear\  and  fhall  alfo 
be  admitted  a  Pupil  at  the  Hofpital  for  fix  Months ,  where  he  will  have 
frequent  Opportunities  of  extenfive  Practice ,  under  Dr.  Leake' s  Diredlion* 
and  alfo  the  Advantage  of  feeing  the  Treatment  and  Manner  of  prefer  ibing 
for  the  various  Diforders  incident  to  Child-hearing  Women  and  Infants  *, — a 
Branch  of  Science  eflentially  necefifary  to  all  thofe  who  intend  to  prac- 
tile  Midwifry; — Thefe  Pupils  will  alfo  have  the  Liberty  of  taking  down 
fitch  remarkable  Cafes  as  occur  during  the  Time  of  their  Attendance. 

Every  Gentleman  who  is  a  perpetual  Pupil  to  the  Leflures,  and  is  ad  ¬ 
mitted  to  attend  the  Hofpital  for  the  Space  of  one  Tear — pays  20  Guineas; 
—he  will  alfo  have  the  additional  Privilege  of  being  prefent  at  all  preter¬ 
natural  and  laborious  r.afp-S  whirL  doj-i Lio  Attendance. 


Houle  Pu¬ 
pils. 


Dr.  Leake  will  take  Houfe  Pupils  for  any  limited  Time,  not  lefs  than 
three  or  more  than  fix  Months ,  on  the  following  Conditions ; 


For  three  Months,  - 25  Guineas. 

For  four* - 30 -  And 

For  fix  Months,  - 40  Guineas. 


Houfe  Pupils,  commencing  either  for  three ,  four  or  fix  Months ,  will 
have  the  Privilege  of  attending  the  Le&ures  one  Tear ,  and  will  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  attend  the  Hofpital  for  the  fame  Length  of  Time  that  they 
enter  as  Houfe  Pupils .  Such  Gentlemen  are  likewife  allowed  the  addi¬ 
tional  Advantage  of  aflifting  at  all  preternatural  Labours  which  hap¬ 
pen  within  the  Term  of  their  Attendance,  and  alfo  at  every  laborious 
Cafe ,  or  wherever  there  is  Danger  or  Difficulty  ;  the  other  Terms  (in¬ 
cluding  Board  and  Lodging )  being  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
ten  Guinea  Pupils. 

i  t 

Female  C  Women  will  be  privately  in{tru6ted  and  foon  duly  qualified  for  their 

Pupils.  (  own  Practice ,  by  being  allowed  to  refide  in  the  Hofpital ,  towards  their 

more  complete  Knowledge  of  every  Thing  relative  to  the  Office  of  a 

Midwife . 


Before  the  Eftablifhment  of  this  Hofpital \  which  is  large  enough  to 
contain  feventy  Beds>  and  where  (tho’  yet  in  its  infancy)  near 
women  have  already  been  delivered,  it  was  extremely  difagreea- 
ble  to  feek  after  Labours  at  a  great  Diftance,  among  the  very 
loweft  Clafs  of  People ,  in  Alleys  and  remote  Parts  of  the  Town, 
where  a  Number  of  the  Pupils  were  obliged  to  attend  together  on  the 
fame  Patient-, — From  the  indecency  of  this  Method,  which  made  it  very" 
unwelcome  to  me,  the  Gentlemen  were  often  expofed  to  Infults ,  and  for 
all  their  Trouble,  could  acquire  very  little  practical  Knowledge  \  becaufe, 
where  fo  many  were  prefent  at  the  fame  Labour,  befides  the  Confufion 
it  occafioned,  only  one  of  them  could  properly  be  faid  to  deliver  the 
Patient ;  and  as  they  only  touched  her  by  Turns,  not  one  of  the  whole 
Number  could  exactly  know  the  natural  Progrefs  of  the  Labour  from 
Beginning  to  End  ^  on  the  contrary,  every  Pupil  after  his  Introdu&ion 
at  this  Hofpital ,  is  called  fingly  to  the  Labours,  and  attends  her  with 
that  Order  and  Decency  which  the  Duty  of  his  Office  requires,  and  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  if  fhe  was  a  private  Patient  of  his  own , 

The  Advantage  of  attending  an  Hofpital  is  equally  obvious  whether 
it  regards  the  Student  or  the  Publick ,  for  whatever  fo  manifeflly  tends 
to  the  Improvement  of  a  Science,  upon  the  fkilfull  cxercife  of  which  fo 
many  Lives  depend,  muft  alfo  neceffarily  contribute  to  the  Public  Good  , 
yet,  as  it  is  a  Privilege  unufual  elfewhere  and  not  hitherto  univerfally 
known,  I  have  thought  if  neceffary  to  mention  Particulars,  that  every 
one  intending  to  Study  Midwifry  may  judge  for  himfelf  without  being 
influenc’d  by  future  Mifreprefentation  : — Befides,  ’tis  prefumed,  that  a 
Certificate  of  Attendance  at  a  Publick  Lying-in  Hofpital ,  will  carry  with  it 
much  more  Credit  and  Confequence,  than  that  of  being  call’d  to  ca- 
fual  Labours  only.. 

NOTE,  The  Pupils  are  defired  to  apply  a  few  Days  before  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  each  Courle,  the  firft  of  which,  for  the  Winter  Seafon,  will, 
commence  th  z  fir  ft  Monday  in  Oblcber  at  five  in  the  Evening  and  regu¬ 
larly  continue  for  three  Weeks ,  from  Time  to  Time  throughout  the 
Year,  as  advertifed  in  the  Publick  Papers. 

The  Apparatus  may  be  feen  at  the  Dolor’s  Houfe,  where  a  Syllabus - 
of  the  Le&ures  with  Propofals  may  be  had,  and  further  Particulars 
known  — or  at  the  New  Lying  in  Hofpital ,  near  IV eftminftcr  Bridge. 


Of  the  Intent  and  real  Advantage  of  an  Apparatus  in  teach¬ 
ing  the  Practice  of  Midivifry, 

IT  is  not,  in  this  Place,  unneceffary  to  fay  fomething  on  the  Defign; 

of  Machinery  or  that  Kind  of  Apparatus  which  is  intended  as  an- 
artificial  Subftitute  for  the  real  Bodies  of  Women  and  Children^  on  which  , 
to  teach  the  Art  of  Midwifry. 

In  the  practical  Part  of  Midwifry ,  there  is  a  Kind  of  Dexterity  required 
which  can  never  be  taught  by  Defcription— -nothing  but  Practice  itfelf . 


can  render  it  attainable  or  adapt  the  Hand  of  the  Pupil  to  the  eafy  and 
judicious  Performance  of  the  feveral  Operations  of  this.  Art,  which* 
like  thofe  of  Surgery  ought,  firft.  to  be  confined  to  the  dead  Body. 

’Tis  true,  that  before  any  one  can  be  deemed  a  Proficient  in  Midwifry * 
he  muff  have  frequent  Opportunities  of  real  Practice  v  but  it  is  alfo  true 
that  living  Bodies  are  very  improper  Subjects  for  initiating  Pupils  in  the 
operative  Part  of  this  Art  :■ — How  then  lhall  they  begin  to  prafrife  ?— 
Not  on  real  Subje&s,  to  the  manifeft  Danger  of  the  Patient  and  the 
Injury  of  their  own  Reputation,  but  upon  artificial  Bodies  fo  mechanically 
and  naturally  conftruftcd  as  nearly  to  correfpond.with  the  feveral  Parts, 
concerned  in  Paturition  ;  but  it  ought  to  he  remarked*  that  Machines 
badly  confirutled ,  are  fo  far  from  being  ufeful,  that  they  do  much  real 
Harm ,  by  mifinforming  the  Judgment  of  the  Student  and  giving  him. 
afalfe  Idea  of  Nature,  both  in  the  T 'ouch ,  Figure  and  Difpqfition  of  the. 
feveral  Parts. 

This  induced  me  to  beftow  no  fmall  Labour  and  Expence  on  that  Ap- 
paratus  upon  which  I  propofe  artificially  to  demonftrate  the  feveral  dif¬ 
ficult  Operations  in  the  Practice  of  Midwifry ,  having  executed  all  the, 
principal  Parts  of  it  with  my  own  Hands,  and  having  alfo,  for  feveral 
Years  pail  been  conflantly  making  Alterations  and  Improvements.,  in  it, 
from  Time  to  Time,  as  upon  Trial  I  difcovered  its  Defeats,  in  order  to 
render  it  ascompleat  and  ufeful  as  poffible,  being  thoroughly  convin-; 
ced,  that  what  is  commonly  called  Machinery  { made  and  fold  by  Me¬ 
chanics  9  as  it  generally  is)  would  prove  totally  unferviceable. 

By  the  ufe  of  this  Appartatus ,  each  difficult  Cafe  will  be  reduced  to 
a  Demonftration ,  which  will  afford  the  Student  fuch  folid  introductory 
Knowledge  as  will  not  eafily  be  forgot ; — For  Inftance,  he  will  be¬ 
come  acquainted  with  ihzP&fition  moft  conducive  to  a  fpeedy. Delivery, 
and  will  acquire  a  certain  Degree  of  Dexterity,  and  Skill  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  the  different  Sorts  of  Inftruments  ufed  in  difficult  Labours ;  but  par¬ 
ticularly,  in  preternatural  Cafes ,  he  will  learn  the  Method  of  turning 
the  Child ,  with  more  Eafe  to  himfelf  and  Safety  to  the  Mother,  by  Means 
of  an  artificial  Uterus  of  a  new  Conftrudtion,  which  Contradls  uniformly 
on  the  Body  of  the  Infant ,  from  the  Fundus  to  the  Cervix  Uteri ,  and 
a£ls  on  the  Handoi  the  Operator  with  a  greater  or  lefs  Degree  of  Force 
as  the  Cafe  requires,  fo  as  to  give  him  the  fame  Ideas  of  Difficulty  as 
really  prefent  themfelves  in  Nature ,  where  the  Child  is  to  be  turned. 

Note,  The  Method  of  Touching  will  be  fhewn  on  real  Subjects,  and 
alfo  that  of  palling  the  Catheter . 

***  Such  Gentlemen  as  have  attended  Le&ures  elfwhere,  and  are  de- 
firous  of  further  Improvement  in  the  pr  alii  cal  Part  of  Midwifry  (on  pro¬ 
ducing  a  Certificate )  will  be  allowed  to  attend  the  Hofpital  at  the  End 
of  the  firfi  Courfe. 
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SYLLABUS 
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OF  THE 

* 

LECTURES. 

*■ 


Introdu6lory  Lecture. 

*  * 

AN  Hiftorical  View  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs  and  prefen t  State 
of  Midwifry,  together  with  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  the 
beft  antient  Writers. 

A  general  Account  of  the  Dodtrine,  Writings  and  Improve¬ 
ments  of  the  moft  eminent  Modern  Profeffors  of  Midwifry, 
particularly,  thofe  who  now  give  public  Ledtures  on  that  Science 
in  different  Parts  of  Europe^ 

Of  the  Means  moft  conducive  to  a  perfedt  Knowledge  of 
the  Theory  and  Pradtice  of  Midwifry. 

— The  Qualification  and  Office  of  an  Accoucheur, 

Of  the  Method  propofed  in  the  Courfe  of  the  following  Lee-* 
tures. 


I 
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*  I  A 

LECTURE  II. 

The  Anatomy  of  the  Female  Pelvis,  with  a  Defcription  of  the 
Form,  Situation  and  Connexion  of  the  feveral  Bones  of  which 
it  is  made  up,  viz.  the  Os  Sacrum,  Coccyx  andOfla  innominata> 
with  their  Ligaments,  Cartilages  and  furrounding  Mufcles. 

The  Divifion  of  the  OfTa  innominata  into  their  feveral  Bones, 

viz. 

Hium, 

Ifchium  & 

Pubis. 


* 

The  Dimenfions  of  a  well  formed  Pelvis  at  its  Brim  and  Bot¬ 
tom, — its  Extent  from  Side  to  Side,  and  from  the  Back  to  the 
Fore-part ;  with  its  pofterior,  anterior  and  lateral  Depth. 

The  Figure  of  its  Cavity,  and  the  Difference  between  a 
well-formed  and  a  diftorted  Pelvis  ; — alfo  of  the  Marks  which 

diftin.gu.iih.  fchc  JVlcs,!©  £rorx\  tko  Foxvxalc  Pelvis, 

The  Caufes  of  a  diftorted  or  narrow  Pelvis,  and  its  dangerous 
Confequence  to  Child-bearing  Women. 

Of  the  Shape,  Structure  and  different  Diameters  of  the  Foetal 
Cranium  ;  with  the  Advantage  of  knowing  the  relative  Propor¬ 
tion  of  the  Infant’s  Head  to  the  Pelvis,  as  it  pafles  through  its 
Cavity  in  different  Directions. 

Remarks  on  the  Membranous  Connexion  of  the  Bones  which 
compofe  the  Infant’s  Scull : — different  from  that  of  the. Adult, — 
and  how  correfponding  with  the  Intention  of  Nature  in  faci¬ 
litating  the  Birth  of  the  Child. 
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LECTURE  Iir. 

Of  the  Female  Organs  of  Generation,  viz* 
Externally  the 


Internally  the 


Contiguous  Parts 

Of  the  Figure  of  the  Uterus  in  the  Virgin  State  and  after 
Pregnancy,  and  alfo  of  the  gradual  Diftention  of  the  Fundus 
and  Cervix  Uteri  at  different  Periods  of  Geftation, 

LECTURE  IV. 

Of  the  feveral  Diforders  incident  to  the  Parts  of  Generation, 

and  the  Method  of  their  Cure,  viz. 

Of  the  Prolapfus  Vaginas  &  Uteri,  and  the  Method  of 
treating  thofe  Diforders.  ^ 

The  different  Peffaries  invented  and  recommended  for  the 
Relief  of  the  above  Complaints,  and  the  Manner  of  their  Ap¬ 
plication. 

Stone  in  the  Bladder, — — its  bad  Confequence  to  W omen 
in  Labour, 


fPudenda, 

!  Meatus  Urinarius, 

|  Clitoris  ^ 

Nymphas 

"  Hymen, 

Vagina, 

<  Os  internum 
&  Uterus ; 

Fallopian  Tubes, 
,Ovaria  and  Ligaments, 

c  Vefica  Urinaria, 
cRedlum  &  Perinasum. 


B 
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Of  Ruptures  in  general,  and  of  a  particular  Species  of 
Hernia  peculiar  to  Women. 

— The  imperforated  Hymen  and  the  Operation  neceflary 
for  its  Cure. 

Of  the  Menftrua  in  their  morbid  State,  viz.  when  ob- 
ftruCted  or  too  large  in  Quantity. 

— Hyfteric  Affections,  Chlorofis,  Furor  Uterinus  and 
Fluor  Albus ; — how  to  diftinguifh  the  laft  from  a  Gonorrhaea 
virulenta, — from  the  Menfes  decolores,  or  from  the  difcharge 
of  an  Ulcer  in  the  Womb  ;  with  their  feveral  Caufes  and  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure. 

Of  the  Cancerous  Womb  and  Dropfy  of  the  Ovaria. 

The  Schirrous  and  Cancerous  Breaft,  and  of  the  EffeCt  of 
the  Cicuta  and  other  Medicines  in  thofe  Diforders. 

— Sterility  or  Barrennefs,  with  its  feveral  Caufes,  as  relative 
to  both  Sexes,  and  of  the  Means  moft  conducive  to  remedy 
fuch  DefeCls. 

LECTURE  V. 

Of  Generation  and  the  Menftrual  Flux. 

The  antient  and  modern  DoCtrine  of  Conception,  and  the 
various  Opinions  advanced  by  different  Authors  on  that  SubjeCt. 

Of  the  Genitura  of  the  Antients. 

The  Ovi-parous  Syftem  of  Harvey,  Malpighius  and  De  Graaf, 
—  Animalcular  Syftem  of  Leeuwenhoek  and  Hartfoker,  and 
the  corpufcular,  organical  Syftem  of  M.  Buffon. 

Of  the  impregnated  Ovum,  and  its  Defcent  into  the  Uterus 
by  the  Fallopian  Tube ;  with  the  progreftive  Order  in  which 
the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Embryo  are  fuppofed  to  be  form’d,  and 
the  Manner  how  they  gradually  unfold  themfelves  in  Magnitude 
and  Figure  from  Conception  to  the  Time  of  Birth. 

Vivi-parous  and  Ovi-parous  Animals, — their  Analogy  confi- 
dered  in  the  Manner  of  their  Production. 
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iEquivocalGeneration, — exploded  by  the  experiments  of  Red!, 

Of  Twins,  Superfoetation,  falfe  Conceptions  and  Moles, 

Extra-uterine  Foetufes  and  the  production  of  Monfters* 

0 

The  Signs  of  Conception, — how  diftinguifhed  from  an  Ob- 
ftrudtion  of  the  Cataminia,  the  encyfted  Dropfy  or  other  equi¬ 
vocal  Marks  of  Pregnancy. 

The  Term  of  a  Woman’s  going  with  Child., 

LECTURE.  VL 

Of  the  Complaints  which  follow  Conception,  with  their  vari¬ 
ous  Caufes,  and  palliative  Method  of  Cure,  viz. 

Nau'fea,  Vomiting  and  Longing  for  unnatural  Subftances. 

The  Force  of  the  Mother’s  Imagination  in  marking  or  muti¬ 
lating  the  Child,~~confidered  and  refuted. 

Of  the  Haemorrhoids,  Coftivenefs,  Anafarcous  Swelling 
of  the  Legs,  Cough  and  Difficulty  of  Breathing;  and  alfo  of 
the  feverai  other  Diforders  which  arife  from  the  Diftention  of 
the  Uterus  and  Compreffion  of  the  Vifcera,  in  the  lad  Months 
of  Pregnancy. 

The  Treatment  and  Cure  of  the  Gonorrhaea  Virulenta  and 
Lues  Venerea,  during  Pregnancy. 

Difeafes  of  the  Foetus  in  Utero. 

Of  Abortion  from  a  Fault  of  the  Mother’s  Conftitution — the 
Difeafes  of  the  Foetus,  or  the  preternatural  Conformation  of 
the  Uterus— from  the  inordinate  Paffions  of  the  Mind — exter¬ 
nal  Violence,  or  any  Caufe  which  will  occafion  a  Separation  of 
the  Placenta  from  the  Womb. 

Abortion, — moft  frequent  in  the  three  firft  Months  of  Gefta  - 
tion, — and  why. 
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Of  the  Remedies  moft  effedlual  in  preventing  or  relieving  the 
Symtoms  of  Abortion. 

Of  Incontinence  and  Obftruftion  of  Urine,  at  the  latter  End 
of  Pregnancy. 

Rules  and  Cautions  for  the  Conduct  and  Regimen  of  Women 
during  the  feveral  Stages  of  Pregnancy. 

In  this  Ledlure  will  be  fhewn  a  curious  and  uncommon 
Abortion  of  fix  Months,  in  which  the  human  Foetus  is  beau** 
tifully  feen  thro’  the  tranfparent  Membranes?  fwimming  in 
its  own  Liquor. 


LECTURE  VIL 

Of  the  Foetus. 


Of  the  Situation  of  the  Foetus  in  Utero. 


Of  the  Placenta  and  its  Membranes,’  and  of  the  Quantity, 
Quality  and  Ufe  of  the  Liquor  Amnii  or  contained  Waters. 


The  Funis  Umbilicalis  or  Navel -firing,  and  the  Courfe  of 
its  Veffels  traced  to  their  Origin,  with  their  feveral  Connexions 
and  Dependencies  refpedling  the  Mother  and  Child. 


Of  the  Nutrition  and  Circulation  of  the  Blood  in  the  Foe¬ 
tus,  and  of  the  Parts  peculiar  to  it,  viz.  the  Foramen  Ovale, 
Canalis  arteriofus  and  Dudtus  Yenofus,  & c. 

Of  the  Allantois  &  Urachus. 


The  Difference  between  the  Foetus  and  Adult,  and  of  the 
Change  produced  in  the  firft  by  the  Effect  of  Refpiration. 
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Experiment  to  difcover,  whether  the  Infant  was  ftill~born  or 
deftroyed  after  the  Birth  ;  with  neceflary  Cautions  in  Reports 
to  a  jury,  or  in  Cafes  of  Evidence  againft  the  accufed. 

LECTURE  VIII. 

The  Signs  which  precede  or  accompany  true  Labour, 

Of  the  Nature,  Caufe  and  Effedts  of  Labour  Pains,  and  of 
the  expulfive  Force  of  the  Uterus  in  the  gravid  State, 

The  Method  of  Touching  in  the  firft  Months  of  Pregnancy, 
but  particularly  at  the  Time  of  Labour ;  with  the  Information 
from  thence  arifing,  viz.  Whether  the  Woman  is  with  Child 
or  not, — whether  in  danger  of  Mifcarriage,  alfo  what  Chan¬ 
ges  of  the  Os  Uteri  indicate  Labour  and  diftinguiih  the  true 
Pains  from  thofe  which  are  fpurious, — how  to  promote  the^ 
one  and  relieve  the  other* 

The  great  advantage  of  being  thoroughly  convex  feint  in  the 
art  of  Touching,  and  of  truly  diftinguiihing  the  prefenting 
Parts,  with  Cautions  and  Remarks  in  doubtful  Cafes. 

Of  the  gradual  Dilatation  of  the  Os  Uteri,  by  the  Protrufion 
of  the  Membranes  or  the  Preffure  of  the  Child’s  Head. 

Of  the  too  early  Rupture  of  the  Membranes  and  Difcharge 
of  the  Waters. 

— The  preternatural  Strength  or  Rigidity  of  the  Membranes, 
and  how  the  Progrefs  of  the  Labour  may  be  retarded  in  fuch 
Cafes,  with  the  Methods  to  remedy  thefe  Inconveniences. 

The  figns  of  a  dead  Child. 

The  bad  Confequence  of  haftening  Labour  unfeafonably  in 
natural  Cafes,  and  the  danger  of  Delays  or  of  giving  ftimula- 
ting  Medicines  where  the  Child  prefents  in  a  wrong  Pofition, 
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LECTURE  IX. 

The  Divifion  of  Labours,  viz.  Natural,  Difficult  and  Pireter~ 

natural. 

Of  the  Pofition  moft  conducive  to  the  fpeedy  Delivery  of  the 
W oman  in  the  feveral  Kinds  of  Labour,  and  the  Methods  prac- 
tifed  in  different  Countries  on  that  Occafion. 

r  t  f-’  V  *  f  K  ■  /•>  I  **?  f  \  fJ  %  r  •  1  *  $  «  T  '  /  .1  v,  t  1+ 

A  natural  Labour  artificially  reprefented  on  Machinery 
(in  a  Manner  not  hitherto  effected)  diftindtly  fhewing  the  gra¬ 
dual  Dilatation  of  the  Os  Uteri  and  Protrufion  of  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  with  their  alternate  Diftention  and  Relaxation  as  the 
Pains  come  on  and  go  off. 

The  Rupture  of  the  Membranes  and  Evacuation,  of  the 
Waters  exactly  imitated. 

An  artificial  demonftration  of  the  Womb’s  progreffive  Con¬ 
traction  as  the  Child  advances  in  the  Birth. 

.  •  *  ;  1  ,  ■  .  '  *  v  •;  »  .  •  1  \  ,  j r  r  r%  f  I  jf  j  1  J  f  S  |  »  % 

The  Manner  how  the  Child’s  Head  prefents  to  the  Birth  in 
natural  Cafes, — the  Turns  it  makes  in  paffing  through  the 
Pelvis, — and  likewife  of  guarding  the  Perinoeum  from  Lace¬ 
ration. 

•  r  -  •  *•  .  f-r  r  #  A  jr'V 

Ould’s  Obfervation  refpefting  the  Pofition  of  the  Head  in 
natural  Cafes. 

The  Force  of  Preffure  on  the  Infant’s  Plead  exemplified 
by  an  artificial  Foetus,  fo  conftrudted  as  to  allow  of  the  fame 
Motion  in  the  Bones  of  the  Cranium  as  in  that  of  the  real 
Child. 

Of  Tying  and  Cutting  the  Funis,  and  extracting  the  Pla¬ 
centa  ;  with  Remarks  on  the  Condudl  of  Animals  in  the  Di¬ 
vifion  of  the  Funis,  and  likewife  on  the  Orbicularis  Mufcle  in 
Fundo  Uteri,  as  defcribed  by  Ruyfch. 
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Of  the  preternatural  Adhefion  of  the  Placenta  to  the  Uterus 
where  it  cannot  be  feparated  without  the  Danger  of  a  Flooding 
or  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus. 

The  Method  of  difcovering  whether  there  is  a  fecond  Child 
or  not. 

LECTURE  X. 

Of  Difficult  Labours,  where  extraordinary  Affiftance  is  required. 

The  various  Caufes  of  difficult  or  laborious  Cafes  ;  particularly* 
the  Weaknefsof  the  Patient  and  Abfence  of  her  Pains, — Anxiety 
of  the  Mind,  Floodings  or  other  profufe  Evacuations, — A  nar¬ 
row  or  diftorted  Pelvis, — Rigidity  or  preternatural  Conftridtion 
of  the  Paflages,— Induration  of  the  Os  Uteri,  or  wrong  Polition 
of  the  Child’s  Head, — its  being  too  large,  over  offifyed  or 
dropfical. 

General  Rules  how  to  affift  in  the  various  Kinds  of  Labori¬ 
ous 

Daventer’s  Sentiments  on  the  Obliquities  of  the  Womb  con- 
fidered. 

The  Method  of  Practice  when  the  Birth  is  retarded  by  the 
twilling  of  the  Funis  round  the  Child’s  Neck. 

Of  the  Ufe  and  Abufe  of  Inftruments  in  general,  with  a 
comparative  View  of  their  feveral  Advantages  and  Defects,  re¬ 
pairing  from  their  mechanical  Strudure,  Action  and  Manner  of 
application. 

Of  Palfyn’s  and  LevrePs  long  Forceps,  and  alfo  of  thpfe  in. 
common  Ufe  recommended  by  Smellie,  & c. 

Of  the  Vedtis  or  Lever  invented  and  ufed  by  Roonhuyfe, 

***  The  Defcription  and  Ufe  of  a  new  Pair  of  Forceps, 
which  either  may  be  applied  feparately  or  together  with  the 
Lever  of  Roonhuyfe 
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LECTURE  XI. 

$Of  the  Vertex,  or  of  the  Fontanel  prefenting. 

Of  the  Face  or  Ear  prefenting. 

'***  A  Difficult  Labour  reprefented  by  an  Artificial  Woman 
and  Child,  fhewing  the  Method  of  applying  the  Forceps  and 
other  Kinds  of  Inftruments,  in  the  feveral  Pofitions  of  the  Child’s 
Head. 

Practical  Cautions  in  the  Application  of  the  Forceps,  and  the 
Extraction  of  the  Head. 

Of  the  Information  requifite  by  the  Touch  before  the  Appli¬ 
cation  of  the  Forceps. 

Cafes  where  the  Forceps  cannot  be  applied  with  Succefs, 
altho’  the  Head  prefents. 

‘Of  the  particular  Cafes  which  require  Inftruments,— how 
long  the  Ule  of  them  may  be  delayed,  and  at  wliat  Time  their 
Application  becomes  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Mother. 

Crotchets  and  Perforators, — in  what  Cafes  their  Application 
condemned  by  Crantz  of  Vienna: — Roedererus  profeflbr  of  Mid- 
wifry  at  Gottingen, — cenfured  by  the  above  author  for  incul¬ 
cating  their  frequent  ufe. 

Of  the  Symptoms  which  denote  immediate  Danger. 

The  Method  of  difcovering  by  the  Touch  the  Narrownefs  of 
the  Pelvis  or  extraordinary  Bulk  of  the  Child’s  Head. 

Of  the  Terebra  Occulta,  Long  ScifTars  and  Scalpel  Ring;  with 
the  Manner  of  opening  the  Child’s  Head,  when  too  large  to  pafs, 
and  the  Life  of  the  Mother  is  in  Danger; — alfo  how  to  extradf 
it  fafely  by  the  Forceps,  Crotchet  or  Tire-tete  of  Mauriceau. 
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LECTURE  XII. 

Of  Preternatural  Labours,  where  the  Child  is  to  be  turned 
and  brought  by  the  Feet. 

Of  the  Method  of  Turning  the  Child. 

Mechanical  Knowledge  applied  to  the  Operation  of  Turning 
the  Child, — how  ufeful.  & 

TheUfe  of  the  Noofe,  and  the  Manner  of  fixing  it. 

The  dangerous  Confequence  of  too  much  Violence  or  injudi¬ 
cious  Afliftance  in  the  above  Cafes. 

•t 

Practical  Rules  and  Cautions  in  the  various  Kinds  of  preter¬ 
natural  Cafes,  where  the  Child  is  to  be  turned. 

Remarks  on  the  Infufliciency  and  Impropriety  of  a  Glafs 
Uterus,  in  demonftrating  the  Manner  how  the  Child  is  to  be 
turned,  in  Twin  Cafes,  or  otherwife. 

***  The  feveral  Kinds  of  preternatural  Labours  will  be 
artificially  reprefented  on  Machinery. 

LECTURE  XIII. 

The  Method  of  delivering  when  the  Feet,  Knees  or  Breech 

How  to  aflift  with  the  Finger  or  Blunt  Hook,  where  the 
Child  prefents  with  the  Breech,  and  cannot  be  fafely  turned 
and  brought  by  the  Feet. 

Of  the  Child  lying  acrofs  the  Uterus,  and  prefenting  with 
its  Back,  Belly  or  Sides. 

Of  the  Placenta  prefenting  loofe  or  adhering  to  the  Os 
Uteri,  and  how  to  a&  in  the  above  Cafes  for  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Mother. 

LECTURE  XIV. 

Of  the  Funis  prefenting  before  the  Child’s  Head,  and  the 
Danger  of  its  Compreffion  in  the  Palfages. 

The  Method  of  delivering  where  ae  Arm  or  Shoulder 
prefents,  artificially  demonftrated  by  the  Apparatus. 
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Of  the  tranfverfe  Polition  of  the  Arms  between  the 
Hind-head  and  Pubes*  where  the  Child  is  brought  Footling. 

Of  the  fafeft  and  moft  expeditious  Methods  of  extracting  the 
Head  when  detained  by  the  Narrownefs  of  the  Pelvis,  and  of 
the  Danger  of  Delays  or  much  Violence  on  that  Occaiion. 

The  Manner  of  extracting  the  Child’s  Head  when  feparated 
from  the  Body  and  left  in  the  Uterus ;  with  the  Ufe  of 
Amand’s  Net*  the  Terebra  Occulta,  Tire-tete  and  Forceps. 

LECTURE  XV.. 

\  A  .  .  /v  w  O  *  /  '  r  •  ‘  f  * .  V  « 

Of  the  Delivery  of  Twins  or  a  Plurality  of  Children,  and  the 
Extraction  of  their  Placentae ;  with  Remarks  on  cutting  and 
tying  the  Funis  of  the  firft-born  Infant. 

Of  the  Birth  of  Mon  Hers,  and  the  Extraction  of  falfe  Con¬ 
ceptions,  Moles  or  Polypofe  Tumours  of  the  Uterus. 

The  Method  of  palling  the  Catheter. 

The  Ctefarian  Operation  i — defcribed  by  Rouffetus'. 

\  N  •  i  »  .  t  ■  ..  .  '•  •  •  .* 

LECTURE  XVI.. 

Of  Uterine  Haemorrhages,  Convullions,  or  acute  Fevers-  in 
the  State  of  Pregnancy. 

Of  Floodings  before  Delivery,  from  external  Violence, — Fe¬ 
vers, — the  paffions  of  the  Mind,  or  any  Caufe  that  will 
preternaturally  encreafe  the  Momentum  of  the  Blood. 

Of  Floodings  after  Delivery,— from  the  over  hafty  or  violent 
Extraction  of  the  Placenta, — the  Difteniion  of  the  Womb  by 
a  fecond  Child,  or  the  W  ant  ,of  its  due  Contraction  after 
Delivery  from  a  general  Weaknefs  of  the  Solids. 

Lamotte, — his  Obfervations  recommended. 

The  Method  of  Practice  laid  down  by  Puzos., 

Convulfions, — their  various  Caufes, 
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The  Methods  neceflary  to  be  taken  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Patient,  either  in  acute  Fevers,  Convuliions  or  profufe 
Floodings ;  particularly,  in  the  laft  Months  of  Pregnancy,  both 
with  refpedt  to  Medicine  and  Manual  Operation. 

Practical  Commentaries  on  fuch  of  the  Aphorifms  of  Hippo¬ 
crates,  Mauriceau,  &c.  as  relate  to  the  Difeafes  moft  fatal’ to 
Women. 

LECTURE  XVII.. 

^  '  r  ^  .•  -I  '  €  £  ,'t  '  ■  f  '  *  .  >  Z  I  ■  r~  '  .  .  . 

The  Treatment  of  Women  after  Delivery,,  and  of  the 
Regimen  then  neceflary  to  be  obferved. 

Of  the  Maladies  fometimes  confequent  of  Delivery,  viz. 
After-pains,  Inflammation,  Contufion. or  Rupture  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  and  Laceration  of  the  Bladder  or  Perineum; — alfo  of  the 
Medicines  and  Applications  neceflary  in  the  Intention  of  Cure. 

Obftrudlion  of  Urine, — Inverfton  of  the  Womb,  and  Prolap- 
flon  of  the  Redum. 

Of  the  Lochia,  when  obflrucfled^  or  too  large  in  Quanti ty; 
and  of  the  Effects  of  Opiates  in  the  above  Cafes. 

Animadverfions  on  the  Nature  and  Oaufe  of  the  acute 
Fever  peculiar  to  Women: after  Delivery,,  commonly  called  the 
Child-bed  Fever ; — with  Clinical  Obfervations  and  Remarks 
towards  the  moft  effectual  Methods-  of  Cure,  deduced  from  a 
true  Hiftory  of  the  difeafe  taken  from  the  living  Body,  and  from 
an  Infpe&ion  of  the  feveral  affedted  Parts  after  Death. 

Of  the  milk  Fever  and  Inflammation  or  Abfcefs  of  the 
Breads. 

Topical  Applications  for  repelling  Milk, -pernicious,  and  why. 

Of  the  Miliary  Eruption,  Diarrhsea,  or  other  Evacuations 
fupervening  the  Milk  Fever  or  Obftrudlion  of  the  Lochia. 

The  Coloftrum,  or  firft  Milk  > — its  Qualities  and  Effedt 
on  the  fucking  Infant. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Secretion  of  the  Milk,  and  how  rendered 
medicinal  to  the  Infant. 

The  Evacuations  neceflary  at  the  End  of  the  Month. 
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LECTURE  XVIII. 

The  Treatment  and  Regimen  of  a  new  born  Infant. 

Of  the  Diforders  in  general  which  attend  the  firft  State  of 
Infancy  and  the  molt  approved  Methods  of  Cure. 

Of  Fradtures  and  Dislocations,  and  of  a  Species  of  the 
imperfedt  Hydrocele  peculiar  to  new-born  Infants. 

[Mould-fhot  Head,  Hydrocephalus  and 
j  Spina  Bifida. 

j  Hare-Lip, — Confinement  of  the  Tongue  and 
tObftrudlion  of  the  natural  Paffages. 

[Hernia  Congenita, 

Idterus  Infantum, 

Dentition  and 
^Dyfentery. 


Of  the 


Of  the 


Of  the 


J  Tinea, — Apthae  and 
l  Crufta  Ladtea. 


Of  the  acute  and  chronical  Difeafes  in  general  incident  to 
the  fecond  State  of  Infancy  $ — their  Pathology  and  Method  of 
Cure. 

f  Small-Pox,  and  the  Artificial  Method  of  commu- 
j  nicating  that  Difeafe  by  Innoculation. 

Of  the  i  Meafles, 

j  Tufiis  Convulfiva  and 
\Epilepfia  Infantum. 

[Rickets,  Atrophia  and 
I  Diforders  arifing  from  Worms. 


Of  the 


j  Lues  -  Venerea, 

[Scrophula,  and  other  hereditary  difeafes. 


Practical  Cautions  refpedling  the  indifcriminate  Ufe  of 
Bleeding,  Blitters  and  Opiates,  in  the  Difeafes  of  Children. 

Diredtions  for  the  Choice  of  a  Wet-Nurfe the  Indications 
to  be  taken  from  her  Habit  of  Body  and  the  Quantity  and 
Quality  of  her  Milk,  with  Rules  for  the  Regulation  of  her 
Diet  in  Diforders  incident  to  the  Child. 


FINIS. 


The  Defcription  and  Ufe  of  a  Pair  of 
NEW  FORCEPS: 

By  JOHN  LEAKE,  M.  D, 

TH  E  Forceps  ufed  in  Midwifry  may  be  confidered  as  an  Indru- 
ment  confiding  of  two  Levers,  which  a  Cl  in  contrary  Directions 
from  one  common  Centre  or  Fulcrum,  where  their  Blades  unite  and  are 
fudained  by  each  other,  confequently,  their  Power  on  the  Body  to  be 
moved  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  Length  of  their  Levers  or  Handles. 

H.  Crantz^  Profeflor  of  Midwifry  at  Vienna ,  and  Levret  of  Paris , 
both  obferve,  that  when  the  Child’s  Head  is  wedged  within  the  Bones 
of  the  Pelvis,  ( capite  incuneato)  it  can  fcarcely  ever  be  extracted  by 
the  common  Forceps  recommended  by  Smellie ,  becaufe  of  their  Shortnefs  •, 
and  as  their  Blades  are  only  curved  in  cm  Direction,  whenever  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  Hind-head  is  forced  over  the  Symphyfis  of  the  Pubes ,  it  cannot 
be  got  hold  of  within  the  Curve  of  the  Blades,  which  being  only  appli¬ 
ed  along  the  Ears  in  a  ftraight  Direction,  are  therefore  apt  to  flip  down¬ 
wards  over  the  Face,  and  to  foil  the  Operator  in  the  Extraction  of  the 
Head  ;  this  will  the  rather  happen,  becaufe  they  are  made  taper  to¬ 
wards  their  Points ,  which  will  diminilb  their  ContaCt  on  the  Head  and 
prevent  them  from  taking  a  firm  Flold  ♦, — fo  that  they  are  the  leaf  fer- 

viceable  in  thofe  very  Cafes  where  they  are  the  mo  ft  wanted , - that  is, 

where  the  Pelvis  is  narrow  *,  for  it  mud  be  allowed,  of  all  Difficulties, 
that  which  happens  from  the  above  Caufe,  is  by  far  the  mod  infur- 
mountable  Obdacle  to  the  Birth,  fince  it  can  only  be  overcome  by  very 
Jircng  Pains ,  which  comprefs  the  Plead  and  force  it  to  conform  to  the 
bony  Padage. 

T  he  fhert  Forceps  may  indeed  be  effectually  applied  when  the  Child’s 
Head  is  lew  in  the  Pelvis ,  but  where  that  is  the  Cafe,  artificial  A ffi fi¬ 
ance  is  feldom  neceffary,  the  principal  Difficulty  being  then  over, 
and  if  any  fhould  dill  remain,  it  will  be  removed  by  the  Concurrence 
of  two  Caufe s ,  viz.  the  inferior  Parts  of  the  Pelvis  will  gradually  dilate 
and  give  way  to  the  Preffure  of  the  Plead,  which,  at  the  lame  'l  ime,  will 
be  fqueezed  into  a  longitudinal  Form,  and  therefore  its  tranfverfe  Di¬ 
ameter,  in  refpeCt  to  the  Padage,  will  become  confiderably  Ids  and  Ids  ; 
both  which  Circumdances  have  a  manifed  Tendency  to  facilitate  the 
Birth. 

I  know  that  the  Application  of  the  Forceps  is  objeCled  to  by  fome, 
till  after  the  Plead  has  got  below  the  Brim  of  the  Pelvis,  on  the  Sup- 
pofition  that  the  Force  applied  to  bring  it  down  wojdd  prove  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  Mother  ; — but  will  not  the  violent  and  long  continued  Comprej- 
ficn  of  the  foft  Parts ,  viz.  the  Vagina  and  Neok  of  the  Bladder ,  &c. 

'  ■  when 


when  fqueezed  between  the  Head  and  Bones  of  the  Pelvis,  as  two  folid' 
Bodies,  be  much  more  liable  to  endanger  the  Patient  ? — Since  Inftan- 
ces  may  be  found  where  a  Mortification  has  been  the  Conlequence, 
and  where  the  Child,  which  always  fuffers  in  Proportion,  was  alfo  born 

dead  . 

In  Cafes,  therefore,  extremely  laborious ,  when  the  Head  is  large , 
—the  Pelvis  narrow ,  or  both, — where  the  Patient’s  Strength  is  exhauft- 
ed  by  a  Flooding , — where  {he  is  fuddenly  attacked  with  Cvnvulfions , 
Faintings ,  or  other  alarming  Symptoms,  and  confequently,  where 
the  labour  Pains  are  inefficient  to  bring  forth  the  Child,  the  long 
double  curved  Forceps ,  hereafter  defcribed,  may  be  ufed  with  great 
fafety  and  advantage,  either  with  or  without  the  Lever  or  third  Blade , 
as  occafion  may  require. — Every  one  who  has  had  much  Experience 
knows,  that  it  is  often  improper ,  as  well  as  difficult  and  danger ous  to  turn 
the  Child,  and  fometimes  even  impracticable  without  bur  fling  the  Uterus 
or  applying  fo  much  Violence  as  might  be  fatal  to  the  Mother  and  to 
open  the  Head  of  a  living  Infant ,  before  the  long  Forceps  and  every 
other  Expedient  had  been  tried  in  vain,  would  furely  be  deemed  rafh 
and  unnatural  Practice. 

When  the  Fore- head  prefents  to  the  Os  Sacrum,  and  the  Hind-head  is. 
to  the  Pubes ,  the  long  Axis  of  the  Head  interfedts  the  fhort  Axis  of  the 
Pelvis ,  and  therefore,  thefe  Parts  may  be  conlidered  as  two  Elipfes 
eroding  each  other, — a  Pofition  of  the  Head  very  unfavourable  to  the 
Birth  of  the  Child  *,  here  the  Blades  of  the  Forceps  are  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  along  the  Ears ,  and  we  are  diredbed  to  turn  the  Face  to  one  Side, 
fo  that  there  may  be  a  perfect  Coincidence  between  the  Shape  of  the 
Plead  and  the  Cavity  of  the  Pelvis  j  but  this  cannot  always  be  done 
without  much  Violence  *,  beftdes,  when  it  is  wedged  within  the  Brim,  we 
cannot  always  be  certain  of  its  exadl  Pofition,  and  therefore,  fhould  it 
happen  to  be  turn’d  the  wrong  Way,  the  Difficulty  will  be  increafed* 
confequently,  there  will  often  be  a  Neceffity  of  bringing  it  along  as  it  firft 
prefented. —  Whenever  this  is  the  Cafe,  a  very  capital  Inconvenience,  even 
in  the  long  double  curv'd  Forceps  will  occur,  for  when  they  are  thus  ap¬ 
plied  on  the  Sides  of  the  Head ,  the  more  it  is  there  comprefted  by  the  - 
Adtion  of  the  Blades,  the  more  will  the  Hind  head  be  forced  over  the 
Pubes ,  and  the  Fore-head  againfi  the  Sacrum,  which  will  {till  add  to  the 
Difficulty,  and  confequently  it  cannot  be  extradted  in  this  manner, 
without  great  Violence  both  to  the  Mother  and  Child  : — This  Circum- 
itance  has  happened  to  me  in  Pradtice  feveral  Times,  particularly  in 
two  laborious  Cafes,  where  the  repeated  Application  of  the  Blades  at 
the  Sides  proved  ineffedtual,  and  dangerous  Symptoms  appearing,  I  was 
afraid  of  further  Delay,  and  therefore,  (the  Patient  being  placed  on  her 
Bide)  I  introduced  them  at  the  Sacrum  and  Pubes,  that  is,  on  the  Face 
and  Occiput,  and  extradted  the  Head  with  Eafe  at  the  firft  Effort. 

As  this  Succels  was  plainly  owing  to  the  Comprejfion  of  the  longefi 
Part  of  the  Head,  it  firft  fuggefted  to  me  the  Hint  of  applying  a  pair 
of  Forceps  with  three  Blades ,  one  of  which  may  be  occasionally  ufed  as 

a  Lever , 


a  Lever ,  which  will  aft  on  the  fame  Principle  as  that  of  Roonbuyfe,  and 
by  means  of  which,  he  is  faid  to  have  practis’d  with  fo  much  Repu¬ 
tation  and  Succefs  in  Holland,  that  De  Vifcher  and  Van  de  Pad ,  (two 
Phyficians  of  Amfterdam)  purchas’d  it  as  a  Secret,  for  a  confiderable 
Sum  of  Money,  and  afterwards  puhllfhed  rt  for  the  Good  of  Mankind  ^ 
— ’Tis  only  a  Jimple  Lever,  made  of  tempered  Steel,  which,  in  labori¬ 
ous  Cafes ,  is  directed  to  be  paffed  up  between  the  Pubes  and  Hind  head , 
in  order  to  bring  down  the  laft  below  the  Brim  of  the  Pelvis  ; — this 
it  will  often  effectually  do,  and  is  art  Inftrument  of  confiderable  Ule, 
particularly  where  the  Difficulty  ariles  from  a  large  Head  or  narrow  Pel  • 
vis  ;  but  notwithftanding  its  feeming  Simplicity,  it  may  be  attended 
with  the  utmoft  Danger;  for,  as  the  Symphyfis  of  the  Pubes  is  the  Centre 
from  which  it  ads,  and  the  Point  upon  which  the  whole  Strefs  is  laid,  when¬ 
ever  much  Force  is  applied  to  bring  down  the  Head,  (Action  and  Re¬ 
action  being  the  fame)  the  Vagina ,  Neck  of  the  Bladder ,  and  nervous 
Parts ,  may  be  fo  violently  bruifed,  as  to  occafion  a  Mortification ,  or 
even  the  very  Symphyfis  of  the  Pubes  might  happen  to  give  way. 

To  remedy  this  Inconvenience,  which  is  the  principal  Objection  to  the 
Lever ,  I  have,  forffome  years  paft,  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Lectures  on 
Midwifry,  recommended  an  Inftrument  confiftingot  three  Blades ,  which,  in 
faff,  is  nothing  more  than  a  pair  of  long  Forceps  with  a  double  Curve y 
and  the  Addition  of  a  Lever ,  which  may  be  applied  without  the  leaft 
Danger  of  hurting  the  Mother  ;  for  here  the  Fulcrum  of  the  Lever  is 
removed  from  the  Pubes  to  the  Junction  of  the  two  Blades ,  which  not  only 
apt  as  a  pair  of  Forceps ,  but,  at  the  fame  time  afford  a  firm  rejling  Point 
for  the  third  Blade,  by  means  of  a  fmall  Pivot ,  or  central  Pin,  plac’d 
on  the  under  Side  of  one  of  their  Blades. 

After  the  Introduction  of  the  two  Blades  of  thefe  Forceps  at  the 
Sides  of  the  Child’s  Head,  this  Lever  is  to  be  paffed  up  between  the 
Occiput  and  Pubes ,  and  as  the  Pelvis  there  forms  a  kind  of  Arch,  and  is 
alio  extremely -fh allow,  by  inclining  the  Handle  low  towards  the  Perinaeum , 
it  may  be  introduced  without  the  leaft  Degree  of  Violence. 

This  additional  Blade  or  Lever  applied  immediately  to  the  refifting 
Point  or  Occiput,  where  it  refts  at  the  Pubes,  will  not  only  effectually 
Jhorten  the  Head,  and  detach  it  from  the  Place  of  its  Ohftrudion,  but  will 
alio  prevent  the  Forceps  from  flipping ;  for  if  they  tend  down  towards  the 
Face,  the  Lever ,  which  is  fixed  at  the  Hind-head,  and  fuftained  at 
the  Jundien  of  the  Blades,  muft  be  drawn  down  with  them,  and 
confequently  the  Head  alio  will  full  be  the  more  brought  into  the  Cen¬ 
tre  of  the  Pelvis,  and  therefore  more  eafily  extracted  ;  which  may  be  better' 
underftood  by  referring  to  the  third  Figure  in  the  Copper  plate. 

The  Blades  of  thefe  Forceps  are  broad  at  their  Extremities  where 
they  grafp  the  Head,  and  being  reflected  towards  the  Pubes  with  a  curvili¬ 
near  Sweep ,  they  not  only  correfpond  more  aptly  with  the  Direction  <  f 
the  Laffage,- than  the  common  floort  ones  ;  but  aifo  take  a  much  more 
firm  and  extenfive  Hold  of  the  Hind-head,  where  it  refts  at  the  Brim ; 
beftdes,  as  their  compreffive  Force  on  the  Flead  is  more  uniform,  there 


\ 


will  be  lefts  Danger  of  lacerating  the  Perinaetim  :  They  will  alfo  be  lefs  lia¬ 
ble  to  hurt  the  Patient,  as  they  lock  at  a  greater  Diftance  from  the  Os 
externum,  neither  will  they  keep  this  Part  fo  violently  on  the  Stretch,  for 
their  Blades,  near  the  Junftion,  are  much  clofer  together  than  in  the 
common  Forceps  \ — the  Di dance  in  the  firft  being  only  two  Inches  from 
Blade  to  Blade,  but  in  the  lad,  three  Inches  and  a  Quarter . 

The  Curve  of  the  Blades  from  their  Junction  to  their  Extremities,  is 
in  Length  [even  Inches  and  an  Half,  and  from  thence  to  the  Extre¬ 
mities  of  the  Handles,  five  Inches  and  an  Half \  in  the  whole  thirteen 
Inches  *,  fo  that  independent  of  the  Lever,  confidering  their  Length 
and  the  Effedt  of  their  double  Curve ,  they  will  in  all  Cafes,  be  found 
preferable  to  the  common  ftraight  Forceps  ;  or  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
to  thofe  where  the  Extremities  of  the  Blades  are  in  a  ftraight  Line  with 
the  part  where  they  lock. 

Should  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Length  of  their  Handles  will  give 
them  a  dangerous  Power  of  Adtion,  I  think  the  Objection  is  eafily 
anfwered,  fince  this  would  not  be  the  Fault  of  the  Inftrument  but  of  the 
Operator,  for  no  one  who  is  prudent  and  fkilful  will  ever  apply  a  greater 
Degree  of  Force,  than  the  natural  Structure  of  the  Parts  will  bear. 

Of  late  the  common  Forceps  have  been  made  with  a  kind  of 
double  Curve,  but  without  any  real  Advantage ,  fuch  Forceps  being  much 
too  fhort  to  reach  the  Head  when _  above  the  Brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  and 
where  this  additional  Curve  can  only  be  proper  or  neceffary ;  for  when 
it  is  low,  the  fhort  ftraight  Forceps  in  common  Ufe,  as  already  obferv- 
ed,  will  do  as  well  as  any. 

The  Lever  is  about  twelve  Inches  and  an  Half  in  Length ,  and  in 
its  Centre,  which  is  made  angular,  to  give  it  a  greater  Power  of  Adtion, 
are  placed  two  fmall  Deprefftons,  for  the  Reception  of  the  Pivot  on  the 
lower  Blade  of  the  Forceps,  with  a  fuperficial  Groove  between  thefe  De- 
pre (lions,  fo  as  to  allow  it  to  be  pafied  higher  or  lower  as  Occafion 
may  require. 

In  fhort,  thefe  two  mechanical  Powers  of  the  Forceps  and  Lever 
thus  combined,  will  mutually  afftft  each  other  \ — For,  the  Lever  will 
not  only  prevent  the  Forceps  from  flipping,  but  will  alfo  jhorten  the 
Head,  and  bring  it  down  below  the  Arch  of  the  Pubes  into  the  Centre - 
of  the  Pelvis,  by  which  means  it  may  be  the  rliore  eafily  extracted*,  on 
the  other  Hand,  the  Forceps  will  afford  a  reffing  Point  to  the  Lever, 
from  which  it  may  effe&ually  aft  without  any  fort  of  Danger  to  the 
Patient ,  fo  that  we  have  the  Advantages  of  both  Inffruments,  without 
the  Defeats  of  either. 

To  thofe  who  have  feen  the  Inftrument ,  and  the  Manner  of  its  Ap¬ 
plication,  this  Defcription  would  perhaps  have  been  lufHciently  plain 
and  obvious ;  but  lead  it  fhould  be  inaperfe&ly  underftood  by” others, 

I  have  been  at  the  Expence  of  a  Drawing,  and  Copper-plate  Print ,  to 
reprefent  it  more  clearly,  being  defirous  of  making  it  ufeful  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  Power. 

London,  Craven  Street,  Strand, 

25th  May  1771* 


